~ . AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY AUGUST 25, 1997
~ 'AMENDED IN SENATE JUNE 3, 1997

: AMENDED IN SENATE MAY 23,1997
: AMENDED IN SENATE MAY 20 1997

N ' AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 10,1997

AMENDEDINSENATE MARCH 31 1997 ‘, .
SENATEBILL -~ = - "  No.535

| Ix-lti'oduced‘by Senator Vasconcellos ‘
- (Coauthor: Senator McPherson)
( C’oautbor Assemb]y Member Migden )

o~  February 24, 1997

An act to add Section 11362.59 to the Health and Safety
Code, relating to. marijuana, making. an appropriation
therefor, and declanng the urgency thereof, to take ePfect
unmedxately DR - .

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST-

SB 535, as amended, Vasconcellos. Marijuana. . - - .
Existing law, the Compassionate Use Act of 1996, prohlbxts a
: . any physician from being punished, or denied any right or
~/  privilege, for having recommended marijuana to a patient for *~
medical purposes.- The act proh1b1ts the provisions.of law -
~ making unlawful the possession or cultivation of marijuana -
from applymg to a patient, or to a patient’s pnmary caregiver,
who possesses or cultivates marijuana for the personal medical :
vpu‘rposes of the patnent upon the wntten or oral
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SB 535 —2—
recommendation or approval of a physician.’ Existing law
establishes a Research Advisory Panel to study and approve
research projects concerning marijuana or hallucinogenic
drugs: - . - Lot

This bill would authorize the University of California to
create a California Medieal ‘Marijuana Research Genter
Program .to develop and implement medieal merijuane
studies intended to ascertain the general medical efficacy and
safety of marijuana and to solicit proposals for research
projects to be included in the studies. The bill would authorize
the eenter program to raise funds and to include other
research projects in the studies. o o

The bill would appropriate $1,000,000 from the General
Fund to the eenter program to conduct the studies.

The bill would require the Research Advisory Panel to
assume the responsibility for creating' the program if the

regents of the university do not implement those provisions

within 60 days of the effective date of the bill.

~ The bill would state that it is to take effect immediately as

an urgency statute. . . R
‘Vote: 2/3. Appropriation: yes. Fiscal committee: yes.

State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of Q%o&i.m do enact as follows:

" SECTION1. Thisact shall be known and may be cited
-as the Medieal Marijuana Research Act of 1997. .

following;: :
~ (a) On November 5, 1996, the people of California,
with more than six million wveters votes, approved
Proposition 215. . L
- (b) There . is public .and - scientific - controversy
regarding the medical efficacy and safety of marijuana.
(c) There is a need for objective scientific research
for inistering medieal marijuana: regarding the
efficacy and safety of marijuana as part of medical
treatment. e _ V
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SEC. 2. The Legislature finds and declares all of the
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“and support personnel, who are Uumvwwma_ﬁo___mm,\,m__on a
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SEC.3.. Itistheintentof the r_o.mm&mgm Ewﬁﬁmmmmmm

commission objective scientific research by the'premier
research institute’ of ‘the -world;#the:University: of
California, regarding the efficacy and apprepriateness ef
administering medieal marijuane: safety of administering
marijjuana as part of medical treatment, ¥ ¢t T
SEC. 4. Section 11362.59 isiadded to the Health:
Safety Code, toread: - . *- . o /bfrc 0 Seh o mid

'11362.59.  (a) The University of California sh

i Aad

Iu k bd
all create

the Gelifornia Medieal Merijuana Researeh Genter; the
- California . Marjjuana Research':Program, which: shall

develop and implement medieal mearijuana - studies
intended to ascertain the general medical safety and
efficacy of marijuana and, if found valuable, to develop
medical guidelines for the appropriate: administration
and use of marijuana. The eenter program shall include
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(1) Key personnel, Fo—c&bm_/.o:ﬂ&m:mﬂoi mo_muamnm

‘program of research regarding the effieacy and pote:
uses of medieal . marijuana  for  various ilnesses:
‘marijuana’s general medical efficacy and safety.: The
program shall use a’ peer review process to-evaluate
proposals. . The. peer reviewers shall - judge . ‘research
proposals on several criteria, foremost among the criteria
being both of the following: « . i wi 1.0 jwiilhsg W

(A) The specific merit of the research plan, including
whether: the research design: and - experimental
procedures are potentially biased  for .or against:-a
particular outcome. S R B R )
(B) An evaluation of the qualifications of the research
personnel, as determined by - 'their : training:>and
demonstrated competence. in . conducting : research,
which shall include, but not be limited to, a review of their
speeches, endorsements, and public statements. - : h
(2) Procedures for outreach to patients with various
medical conditions that may be suitable participants in
research on medieal marijuana. ~:; . S Y
(3) A patient registry. L L
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y H..“ 4) >b Emogwaos mwmnt that is amm_msmm to amooa \M

-2 information - about, possible:: study.. participants,
.3 5<8.umw83. and orEmem. and mmwozn p:a eb&vﬁm mmnm
A Emn accrues as part of clinical trials. . s

-.(5)..Protocols  suitable.- for .ummoﬁdr -on.. 30&35& :

o. §§§§§§0§8
nﬂ@im&%«gg{goiﬁ%mﬁm.g%
8 . limited ' to; wastng  in  AIDS;  painfal wom.vr‘mw&
o.»gvoma*uw%mawm.omamm ndi

Hw %alﬁ, pressure in m_,wtocmwo. msm seizure m-wommﬁ.?
13 'marjjuana : addressing = patients - Bmmﬂ%m& ‘with
14 AIDS/HIV, cancer, %.\.mzn.os.ﬁ or seizures or muscle
15 spasms associated with a chronic; Qm&Ewmgh condition.
16 Theé program may add research on other serious illnesses
17 provided that resources are wvmtmEm and Em&o&
18 information \Enmmm the research..

19 .. (6) A specimen _mwo_.mnoQ omvmv_m om rocmﬁm E&B».
20 urine, and other tissue specimens necessary to study the
21. concentration of cannabinoids in various tissues, as well
22 as housing specimens for. related studies of Uom%
23 studies of toxic effects of medieal marijuana. .. ...

24 (7) A laboratory capable of. g&wnﬁm BE&:EHP
25 provided to the program under the provisions of this

26 article, for purity and cannabinoid content’ 8& me

ww nmvmeq to detect contaminants.’
29  program be established as follows:
30. (1) .The. eenter program .shall be ' _oownmm atia
31 University of California campus that has a core of mmo&q
32 experienced in organizing. multidisciplinary scientific
33 endeavors and, in particular, strong experience in clinical
34 trials S<o_<5m - psychopharmacologic - agents.: - The
35 omgv:m at which the eerter program is located shall
36 accommodate the administrative offices, including the
37 director, as well as a data Bmsmmmgmz" unit, wbm mmo_rnmm
- 38 for storage of specimens.
39 (2) The scientific and clinical owmnmaobm Om the m@wmw.
40 bﬁo%hms shall occur E:.n_% at nrm campus irmao the

-(b) It is the intent of the rmmi»gm Emn nrw omi@. _

)

3
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-reviewed and approved also-by the Research; &&S%d\.

> w:&o:.nm& as required by Section 11604. .. : &'

| —5— mu ma
center is located; and vm&w at omuma 256&8 cozﬂ
University of Oprmod:w and non-University of OmE.o_.EP
that have clinicians or scientists'with expertise to'conduct ,
the required- studies. If more than’ o:m.@nowom& for a .

*. eenter program is submitted, -criteria for: selection mvwz
* include - the elements: ES& in:*subdivision # (a3 and,”

additionally, shall “give particular: sm_mrn ‘to EEm
organizational plan, leadership. aa&_gu of the’ m:.moﬁo L,

- and plans to involve 5<mmcmm83 ﬁa umaman coc&mnoam

Yoy »h.ﬂ» v»;’m

from multiple sites. ¢ w5y L AR
(3) The funds received by nrm mommom bwomq.ms shall vm ﬂ
allocated to various research studies in accordance with-
a scientific plan developed by the group of 5<mmammno8
who wish to be part of the eenter program. As the first
wave of studies is completed, it is anticipated that the'
eenter program will receive requests for: funding 'of -
additional studies. These requests shall be reviewed by a'
council  of investigators consisting of.senior ‘scientists .
associated with the eenter program, as well as _u< &H
advisory group of scientists'and informed citizens.® .

Ay #8%%&%%@%%%

‘ m@gg%g&%ag%

te & mexirmum of 16 wﬁd@# @m mwm &Ew& wmmw &8&5&
to the eenter: z=
(4). All t&oﬁo&% &ubwovmm u& SQ bwo%ﬁms p&E vm i

Panel in accordance with Sections 11213 .and 11480,
(c) The eenter program may immediately” solicit
proposals for research projects to:be-included- in the"

,%&Bwécmbmmmﬁmuoo.ﬁrogmwwmgww

mom}mvoﬁmwww

gﬁo&# QE&&. \E bm&o:b& S§~<m& m:
participation in proposals that are: mﬁﬁ&-\mm ..,&mh vm .

[

: (d) The medieal marijuana studies shall Eo_:mm Em
mzwwﬁomn amount of new scientific research possible'on the -
medical uses of merijuene: The eenter, -and miedical
hazards associated with, marjjuana. The program shall -
consult with %gﬁaﬁ@gggﬂ

.. ,a...& Sy a3
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1

2 agencies in other states, and appropriate agencies of the
3. federal government in an attempt to avoid acc__omcé :
4 ,research and the wasting of research dollars... . -

5  +er @o%%%ito@m&%&&m@
6 . intlude the breadest variety of patients; ns; and
4%@%3% S e
9 ... (e).. The program mr&_ 9&6 m<mQ om..oaﬂ to nmo_.En
10. wvwmo*mw and qu.sa.www qualified patients and qualified
i vbvﬁ&.ma from. m:.o:mrocn Hrm mnwnm for. zum 3@@6&
(2 ‘marijuana studies. - - ,

13... .4y The medieal 3@3&&3 wmmmrmw mr&m mmmmi _
14 -, (f) The marijuana studies shall QSE&\ state- orrm wz
15 research methodologies. -

16 .mrw. ?m@i@mi%gwx%% _,
17

18 - (g dum bg%.ms shall ensure that ME marjjuana used
19 “in the studies is of the appropriate medical quality: I
20 pessible; the medieal merijuane shall be ebtained frem
21 quality and shall be obtained from the National Institute
22 on Drug Abuse or any other federal agency designated to
23 supply marijuana for authorized research. Fhe eenter If
24 the federal agencies fail to t&os&m a supply of adequate .
25 quality and quantity within six months, the.Attorney -
26 General of California shall provide an adequate mmbbc\:‘
27 pursuant fo Section 11478. The program may review,
28 approve, or incorporate studies and research by
29 ' independent groups presenting - scientifically = valid
30 protocols for medical research regardless of whether the -
31 .areas of study are _omEm researched vw Em ooBB:nmm
32 4y
33 (h) (1) To msrpsom Eamamnmb&bm Om Em mmmowo% msm |
34 adverse effects of marijuana as a pharmacological agent,
35 the eenter program shall conduct focused controlled
36 clinical trials on the usefulness of marijuanain eenditiens -
37" sueh as ehronie pein; including ATDS neurepathy; utility
38 of marijuana in treatment of pausea related to ehronie |
39 disease er antineoplastie ehemotherapy; utility as an
40 %ﬁ{&e@&vﬁ%ﬁ%@ﬁogg&w@u :
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and treatment om wr:wmmmwn. TFhe trials shell mooﬁw mw
comparisons . between roeutes eof ' delivery; i
irhalational patients diagnosed with AIDS/H1V, cancer,
glaucoma, or seizures or muscle spasms m&m&mwmm witha

- chronic, debilitating condition.: The-program ‘may. add

research' on other ' serious: .illnesses: _provided<'that
resources are available and medical information .Emnmm.w

the research. The studies shall focus on comparisons of
_both the efficacy and safety of methods of. m&Sﬁ:&m:m%
the drug to patients, including Eb&uuouﬁ Fq&E.& rand

oral, evaluate possible uses of marijuana as‘a primary or.
adjunctive treatment, and dévelop further' informationi
on ow:Bm_ dosage, timing, mode of administration, and.
variations in the effects of &mmamun ombbmvﬁoam and
varieties of marijuana. IR LR O IHEN

42y Fhe eenter shall examine m.zw m&m«w om _

(2) The program shall examine the safety of marijuana
in vmamsa with various medical disorders, including
marijuana’s interaction with other drugs, relative safety

oof inhalation versus oral forms, and the ommooa on Bmﬂ&

function in Eo&om__w ill persons:

$ !
\.w\ This section is limited to hwoSQSh \oﬁ o&mnn—\m

scientific research to ascertain the efficacy and safety of

. marijuana as part of medical treatment and should not be-

construed as encouraging or &Snncnsw the''social or

recreational use of the drug. - 't irny v i cma.. e

(i) Within six months of the ovmamasw daté -of ‘this
seetion; the eenter shall report to the Legislature on the:
section, the program shall report to the Legislature, the'
Governor, and the Attorney mem&m\ on Rm wuomqmmm of
the medieal marijuana mEm_mm N - EE

. e Thereafter; the eenter : ! .

() Thereafter, the program .&w: issue a. Hmvoz to nrm :

‘. A

..n«

_ H_mma_mga every six months detailing the progress of the

mE&mmvaﬁnmngnmcozmmr&_ 5&:&9 ccn mrwznon vm .

limited to, data on all of the following: AENURL ,
(1) The names w:m ::vau 0m &mmmmmm or oob&ao:m‘

under mE&mm IO Cnt e R e

\; A T
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)

" the medieal marijuana studies after three years.”" . -
- )

— —
%--(2)~ The number
&Mmm.mm. SRR R R S S

- (3);Any scientifically valid preliminary findings. -

of patients m.\..ao:m.a in the study per
RO N P R TP NI T

. - (k). The program mrmu,_SO,_onwmw amoo?o?:nrbm mo..u,, .

A - L. o N ASH . .
Yoot do N a g oo

<y

In order to maximize the _m\ooﬁm and 'size of th

. marijuana studies, the program may: -

© (1) Solicit, - apply for, and: accept -funds from
foundations, private individuals, and all other funding

-sources “that ‘can' be used to .expand the scope or
‘ timeframe of the medieal marijuana studies that are

authorized under subdivision (a). In no case shall the
eenter program expend more than 5 percent of its

- allocated general fund funding in efforts to obtain money

;- from outside sources. -1 ¢ bt BT
.. (2) . Include within the scope of the smedieal marijuana

-~ studies other - medieal marijuana research projects that :
"are independently - funded and that - meet the
. requirements set forth in subdivision (a). In no case shall

- the program accept any funds that are offered with any'
. conditions other than that the funds be used to study the-
. efficacy and safety of marijuana -as partof medical

treatment, Any donor shall be advised that funds given
will be used to study both the possible benefits and"

- detriments of marijuana and that he or she will have no

control over the use of these funds. . :
{ny Ne provision of this seetion or Seetion 1H352:68

(m) No provision of this section shall apply to the

' University of California except to. the extent that the

Regents of the University of California, by appropriate

~ resolution, make that provision applicable. If the Regents

- of the University of California do not implement this
.section within 60 days of the effective date of this section,

- the.Research Advisory Panel established pursuant to

- Section 11480 shall assume the responsibility accorded to

Sn University of California by subdivision (a).

Y
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‘o) It is the intent of the Legislature thet if the

 (n) Itisthe intent of the Legislature that the program
shall, before any proposals are approved, seek.to obtain-
research protocol guidelines from the National Institutes
of Health and shall, if the National Institutes of Health
issues research protocol guidelines; comply,with: those:
guidelines. If after a reasonable period of time of not less
than six months, but not more than a year, from seeking
to obtain guidelines none have been approved, the
program may proceed using research protocol guidelines
it develops. _ N N T U R
SEC. 5. The Legislature -hereby appropriates one
million dollars ($1,000,000) from the General Fund to the
California Marijjuana Research Program to conduct the
medieal marijuana studies pursuant to Section H356859
11362.59 of the Health and Safety Code. It is the intent of
the Legislature to appropriate a like amount through the
budget process for the second and for. the'third years of
the studies, S e
SEC.6. Thisactisanurgency statute necessary for the
immediate preservation of the public peace, health; or
safety within the ' meaning - of.: Article .IV.. of - the
Constitution and shall go into immediate effect. The facts
constituting the necessity are: ~~iw - .o i
The people of California have expressed their wishes
regarding the use of medieat medical use of marijuana by
passing Proposition 215 in November 1996. Controversy

%%%%%%mgi
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State of Qalifornia
Dffice of the Attorney General

Daniel E. Lungren
Attorney General

August 26, 1997

Honorable John Vasconcellos
California State Senate

State Capitol
Sacramento, { 1995814

Dear Senator

I am pldased to endorse the latest amendments incorporated into Senate Bill 535. These
amendments make it possible for this office to support the legislation.

Law enforcement and California's citizens will benefit from a thorough, objective study
of the controversy surrounding the use of marijuana as medicine. It is unfortunate that this
sort of definitive study could not have occurred before the passage of Proposition 215, but it is
never too late to let good science shine light on a subject so that false notions can be set aside.

You and your staff are to be complimented for your willingness to work with many
disparate interests to put this research structure in place, I am pleased to support this effort.

Sincerely,

orney General

1300 | Street « Suite 1740 « Sacramento, California 95814
(916) 324-5437



NEWS
RELEASE

Attorney General Dan Lungren

California Department of Justice http://caag.state.ca.us

Rob Stutzman, Press Secretary Matt Ross Mike Van Winkle

Office of the Attorney General Sara Brown 4949 Broadway

1300 | Street Attorney General's Press Office Sacramento, CA 95820
Sacramento, CA 95814 (916) 324-5500 (916) 227-3882

(916) 324-5500

ATTORNEY GENERAL LUNGREN ANNOUNCES HIS SUPPORT FOR
SENATE BILL 535 -- RESEARCH INTO MEDICAL MARIJUANA

CONTACT:Rob Stutzman FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
(916) 324-5500 August 26, 1997
97-87

SACRAMENTO -- Attorney General Dan Lungren today announced his support for Senate Bill
535 which will establish a three-year study into the efficacy and safety of marijuana for medicinal
purposes.

Lungren said, “the voters of California have made it clear that they want -- in the words of
the initiative -- ‘seriously ill Californians to have the right to obtain and use marijuana for medical
purposes where that medical use is deemed appropriate.” The still unanswered question is, when
is it appropriate for marijuana to be used?”

Senz;te Bill 535 calls for an unbiased group of researchers based at the University of
California to study the scientific controversy surrounding medical marijuana.

Lungren originally opposed Senate Bill 535, apthored by Senator Vasconcellos (D-Santa
Clara). Over the past year, Senator Vasconcellos worked with Lungren’s office to revise the bill

so that it addressed Lungren’s concerns.

- more -



(Page 2)

“Past studies of marijuana, notwithstanding, California needs a definitive study,” said
Lungren. “This bill will fill the many information gaps that have made it difficult for ordinary
Californians to know whether marijuana has any medicinal value.”

Lungren also called on Californians to renew strong opposition to the recreational use of
drugs and for California’s youth to not misconstrue the purpose of SB 535.

“T al.so want to make a special point to California’s youth,” stated Lungren. “ We are
calling for a study of marijuana for medicinal purposes. We are not condoning the use of
marijuana or any other illegal drug. A recent study showed declining rates of youth marijuana use
in 48 states, but increases in two -- California and Arizona -- where pro-marijuana ballot measures
passed in November. So while I hope that this legislation will clearly define the medicinal value of
marijuana, if any is to be found, I also hope we will redouble our efforts to re-stigmatize

recreational use of marijuana as stupid behavior which destroys life potential.”

HE#HH#H
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CALIFORNIA DISTRICT ATTORNEYS ASSOCIATION
731 K Street, Third Floor ¢ Sacramento, CA 95814 ¢ (916) 443-2017

August 22, 1997

The Honorable John Vasconcellos
Member, State Senate

State Capitol, Room 4061
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SB 535--Support as to be amended

Dear Senator Vasconcellos:

On behalf of the California District Attorneys Association, I am pleased to offer
our support of your measure SB 535, as proposed to be amended. Your measure

proposes to appropriate $1 million to the University of California to research
what, if any, medicinal value marijuana possesses.

As you are probably aware, CDAA opposed Proposition 215. We believed, as we
still do today, that the measure was poorly drafted and could lead to abuses
beyond what the public envisioned when it passed the initiative by a sizable margin.

However, the voters have spoken. Physician-recommended use of marijuana is
now an affirmative defense to the possession and cultivation of marijuana under
California law. As such, it is now vitally important that there be sufficient data on
which physicians can determine whether to recommend marijuana to their patients.
The CDAA Board of Directors concurs with your assessment that existing data on
this matter is inadequate.

If I may answer any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Very truly yours,
c7<“ ~ B

Lawrence G. Brown
Executive Director

LGB/klh

pc: Honorable Daniel E. Lungren, Attorney General
Honorable George Kennedy, President, CDAA



Ealifornia Narcotic Officers’ dggoriation

24509 WALNUT STREET, SUITE 201 * SANTA CLARITA, CALIFORNIA 91321-2846

President
ED LADD
BART PD.

13t vice Presioent
GARY SCHRAM
Los Angeles DA

2nd Yice President
CHRISTY McCAMPBELL
BNE San Jose

3rd Vice Presigent
WALT ALLEN
BNE Los Angolos

4th Vice Presicent
GARY PREEO
San Joaquin D.A.

Sergeant al Ams
ED MANAVIAN
DOJ L.A Cleannghouse

Exmcutive Director
ROBERT G. HUSSEY
Los Angeles S.D. (rel)

General Counsel
BRUCE WOLFE
Van Nuys

Training Coordinalor
JAMES AUMOND
Orange Co. DA, (ret)

Awargs Charperson
EUGENE D. RUDOLPHN
Los Angeles S.D. (ret)

Conforence Chairperson
MICHAEL GUY
Los Angeles P.D. (ret)

Legiziative Chairperson
ROBERT ELSBERG
BNE San Francisco

Region 1 Chairpsrson
808 COOKE
BNE San Jose

Regron Ii Chairperson
B80B BURNS
BNE Sacramonto

Region Ui Ghairperson
VICTOR GUERRERO
FBI Los Angeles

Acgion IV Chairperson
TONY SIDLEY
DOJ San Diego

Region V Chairperson
MICHAEL BAYER
San Bornardno S.0

RAegion VI Chairparson
PATTY HOFFMAN
DOJ/WSIN

Region Vil Chairperson
JEFF HOLLIS
Fresno S.D,

Regon Vill Chairperson
ED PECIS
BNE Reading

immediate Past President
BRIAN MCAULEY
Riverside P.D. (ret)

(805) 287-0195 « FAX (805) 287-9825

August 25, 1997

Honorable John D. Vasconcellos
California State Senatc

State Capitol, Roam 4061 Tedime
Sacramento, CA 95814 - e

Re: SB 535
Dear Senator Va$conccllos: o
The California Narcotic Officer’s Association (C N.O.A) “with a current stn:ngth

of approximately 7,000 members dedicated to the suppression of illegal controlled
substances in California, offer_our support to.SB 535 as it is proposed to be

amended. SB 535 appropriatés $1 million-of general fund motiey to conduct

scientific research to determine what, 1fany,mcd1cma.lvaluemanjuana possesses.
There clearly is a difference of opinion within the medical profession and the public

at large as to what, if any value that smoking%.x;iarijqap;_.may have on sick and dying

peoples Only a scientific study should substantiatewhether smiokifig madtljuana has
any value as a medicine. :

Surely., if scientific studies determinc that smokmgg'iaﬁj,uana provides medical relief

for critically ill patients. CNOA couid Support marijuana as & scheduled controlled

substance that could be prescribed similar to any other medicineand obtained atany
pharmacy. 5 S

Do not hesitate to contact me if [ can answer any additionalq stwns on this issue.”

Sincerely, : S

Tyict) -
Robert S. Elsberg

Legislative Chairman




. AMERICAN
» CANCER

»
* SOCIETY SUBLIC ISSUES OFFICE, CALIFORNIA DIVISION, INC.

July 24, 1997

The Honorable John Vasconcellos
California State Senate

State Capitol, Room 4061
Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: SB 535 - Support

Dear Senator Vasconcellos:

On behalf of the volunteers and staff of the American Cancer Society, I am pleased to inform

you of our SUPPORT of SB 535 and commend you for introducing such an important piece

of legislation.

Pain is a major health problem in this country; especially the kind of pain that is sometimes

encountered in patients with cancer. According to

experts, the treatment of pain and

accompanying symptoms @i.e., fear, anxiety, depression, weakness, nausea, and vomiting)
needs to be considerably improved. This is in spite of the fact that there are agents and
techniques presently available that can provide relief for the majority of those patients.

In its amended form of June 3, 1997, SB 535 focuses on medical marijuana research.
American Cancer Society now supports SB 535 because it is consistent with our long-held
position of supporting research of any agent or technique for which there may be evidence of a

therapeutic advantage.

I ook forward to working with you on this issue.

If I can assist you in any way, including

research, testimony or other kinds of material support, please feel free to call.

Sincerely,

. / /) /_> )
%ﬁ’d % xi// /C«Z/v

' Theresa M. Renken
Legislative Advocate
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Lungren, Law Enforcement Support
Medical Marijuana Research Bill

Senator John Vasconcellos (D-Santa Clara) and Attorney General Dan Lungren
today announced agreement on amendments to SB 535 that have gained the
endorsement of California’s law enforcement community. SB 535 appropriates
$1 million to the University of California to conduct research on the efficacy
and safety of marijuana as medical treatment.

“Eleven months ago, Dan Lungren and I were on opposite sides of Proposition
215, one of the most passionately debated initiatives of the 1996 general
election.” said Vasconcellos. “Whatever our differences about that medical
marijuana initiative, together we appreciate the critical importance of our state
conducting objective, responsible, peer-reviewed research on medical
marijuana. Questions have been raised, the federal government to date has
failed to try to answer them; the voters of California have placed us on the
cutting edge of this issue, it is incumbent our state fill that research void.

“I appreciate Mr. Lungren’s offer to negotiate amendments to SB 535 and the
heroic work of his staff and mine. After two months of negotiations, we have an
agreement that maintains the integrity of the bill's research goals while
responding to law enforcement concerns. The Attorney General and I share a
commitment to pure, unbiased research, a goal which SB 535 embodies.”

Law enforcement support was represented by Santa Clara County District
Attorney George Kennedy, President of the California District Attorneys
Association, and Mike Gilbert, Past President of the California Narcotics
Officers Association. Vasconcellos and Lungren were joined by the bill's co-
authors, Senator Bruce McPherson (R-Santa Cruz) and Assemblywoman Carole
Migden (D-San Francisco).

-more-
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The major amendments to SB 535 include the following:

- makes explicit the peer review process must ensure the objectivity of
research personnel, evaluating their qualifications including their speeches,
endorsements and public statements.

- prohibits private donations to marijuana research under this bill that
come with any conditions or restrictions.

- requires the state to comply with research guidelines developed by the
National Institutes of Health unless NIH fails to provide such guidelines within
six months of the state’s request.

- conforms to existing law by requiring research protocols be reviewed
and approved by the state’s existing Research Advisory Panel.

- requires the Attorney General to provide an adequate supply of the
drug if the federal government fails to provide a supply within six months of the
state’s request.

- provides legal protection and authorization for research personnel.

- clarifies that this section is not intended to condone social/recreational
use of marijuana.

vVasconcellos was also pleased to announce the American Cancer Society joined
the California Medical Association and California Nurses Association in
supporting SB 535.

SB 535 passed the Senate floor with 7 Republican and 20 Democratic votes and
the Assembly Higher Education committee with 2 Republican and 6 Democratic
votes. It is pending in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.
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These days there’s a lot of talk about marijuana. That it’s the gateway to harder drug use.
That more and more young people are using it. That Proposition 215 has put us on the proverbial
slippery slope.

Well SB 535 isn’t about any of that, and I am proud to be here today to support it. SB
535 will provide the mechanism to once and for all -- and in a logical and scientific way --
answering the question of whether marijuana can be used to help relieve the suffering of people
with HIV/AIDS and other debilitating conditions. That is what Proposition 215 was all about --
being compassionate -- not fostering an “alternative lifestyle”. And that’s why the people of
California voted for it.

SB 535 will bring the resources of the great University of California to bear on whether
the medical use of marijuana is efficacious and safe. In other words, it should make all the
objections go “up in smoke”. The results of this objective research will give doctors better
knowledge of the effective uses of marijuana and in the long run enable them to prescribe it for
their patients without fear of being arrested. It will also give real people with real suffering an
effective alternate treatment without fear of social stigma or legal consequences.

SB 535 allows us to be both compassionate and responsible.
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